
Appendix 1 – Technical Response
Overview

1. Cumbria County Council welcomes the opportunity to participate in this consultation 
on the Allerdale Local Plan.  

2. The Local Plan plays a critical role in support supporting the growth of Allerdale.  The 
County Council supports the creation of an ambitious plan that can underpin the 
longer term, sustainable growth of the area for the benefit of its residents and 
business.

3. In supporting growth there is a vital need for the plan to be underpinned by a robust 
infrastructure delivery plan through which critical infrastructure and service 
requirements can be identified and a strategy to secure delivery devised.  

4. In developing the Infrastructure Delivery Plan it is vital that, aligned with the 
Statement of Intent signed by the Councils, Cumbria County Council and Allerdale 
Borough Council work closely together to consider the infrastructure needed to 
support local growth; this includes highways and transport, education, flooding, social 
care and community services.  We are already working effectivity in this respect as 
demonstrated through ongoing work to prepare the Allerdale Transport Improvement 
Study.

5. Notwithstanding these wider issues below we have considered each of the proposed 
policy changes in turn.

Housing Standards

6. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is clear that local planning 
authorities should plan to create safe, accessible environments and promote 
inclusion and community cohesion, including buildings and their surrounding spaces. 
Local planning authorities should take account of evidence that demonstrates a clear 
need for housing for people with specific housing needs and plan to meet this need.

7. In March 2015 the Government announced in a Ministerial Statement the final 
outcome of a national review of housing standards which commenced in 2012. This 
consolidated essential requirements into a national framework centred on building 
regulations. The Code for Sustainable Homes and Lifetime Homes were withdrawn. 
Local authorities can introduce new optional policies in their local plans provided that 
they can demonstrate that they are needed and that they are justified by evidence. 

8. We note that the population of Allerdale aged 65 years or more is expected to 
increase from 22,600 in 2015 to 31,600 in 2037 and with that pressure for care and 
support will increase.  In this context homes that can be easily adapted over the 
lifetime of residents is important, both in promoting the independence of the occupier, 
but also reduce requirements around domiciliary and residential care. 

9. Recognising these benefits Cumbria County Council strongly supports the 
introduction of increased housing standards (Category 2 M4 (2) of the Building 
Regulations 2010).     



 High Speed Broadband for New Development

10. Part 1 of the Local Plan contains the Council’s aspiration to support the development 
of superfast and next generation broadband across Allerdale. It does not have a 
policy that requires new development to ensure the necessary infrastructure and 
connection to broadband is provided during construction. 

11. Responding to this gap, we note that the proposed new policy requires developers:
 to demonstrate early engagement with infrastructure providers; 
 to provide a “Broadband Statement” which explains existing internet connectivity 

and the potential for the site to be provided with high speed broadband; and
 to provide for new development to have superfast broadband or, where this is not 

feasible at the time of application, to undertake all reasonable actions to enable a 
superfast connection at some point in in the future.

12. Cumbria County Council strongly supports this policy as it will assist the roll-out of 
High Speed Broadband in Allerdale. Fibre broadband infrastructure provision at the 
planning stage of a development is typically the cheapest and most efficient way of 
supporting access to high speed broadband and to future proof services to residents 
at the point that a property is habitable. The inclusion of the necessary infrastructure 
at the development stage will save future occupants having to retrofit the equipment, 
thereby saving time, money and disruption. 

13. There are also benefits for developers. For proposed housing developments of 30 
units or more, if a developer undertakes early engagement with Openreach, 
installation of Fibre to the Premises will be carried out at no cost to the developer. 
Virgin and other providers offer similar schemes.  It is therefore recommended that 
the Local Plan includes a policy to require all new developments of 30 units or more 
to include FTTP infrastructure.
 

 Area Suitable for Wind Energy Development

14. In the Preferred Options, wind energy development is acceptable in principle in all 
areas of the Borough outside of the Lake District National Park. There is a buffer 
zone to the Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site and the Solway Coast Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. In the buffer zone only small scale wind energy 
developments are acceptable in principle. 

15. It is understood that one of the main concerns in representations received by the 
Borough Council to the Preferred Options consultation was the lack of protection to 
control wind energy developments along the Lake District National Park boundary. 

16. Cumbria County Council support this proposal and agree that it would assist in 
protecting the setting of the LDNP against the visual impacts of proposed medium 
and large scale wind energy developments, but would allow the Borough Council 
flexibility to allow appropriate small scale wind energy development. 

Tourism Development

17. Policy SA7 in the Preferred Options deals with Tourism, Coastal and Countryside 
Recreation. Since the adoption of the Local Plan (Part 1) in July 2014

18. We note that the proposed amendment seeks to amend the locational criteria to allow 
tourism development within or on the periphery of Principal and Key Service centres. 
Proposals would also be supported beyond the Principal and Key Service Centres 



where a locational need can be demonstrated and would diversify the tourist offer of 
Allerdale.  

19. It is considered that the proposed changes to the policy will allow the policy to be 
more flexible in respect of wider tourism accommodation opportunities while affording 
protections to the Borough’s assets and on that basis Cumbria County Council 
support the proposals.
 

Lillyhall Green Infrastructure Map

20. It is noted that the map for Lillyhall published as part of the Preferred Options 
consultation did not show the green infrastructure network and that this omission is 
now being addressed as part of the current consultation.

21. Green infrastructure is an essential component of Lillyhall, contributing to the visual 
amenity of the estate while providing a valuable network for wildlife. It is considered 
that the proposed green infrastructure network will provide a strategic framework for 
the development of the estate and it is supported. 

   

 End


